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Welcome!

I put together this handbook as a resource so that you know the expectations and routines in fifth grade.  Included you will find information about classroom procedures and information about my teaching philosophy.  

I am really looking forward to this school year and am very pleased to have the opportunity to continue teaching at Marcus Garvey School. This will be my 14th year of teaching. I have had the honor of teaching grades 3, 4, and 5 and 6.  I earned my Bachelor’s degree in Education at Chicago State University, my Master’s in Educational Administration at Grand Canyon University.  I also completed my Master’s in Reading at Saint Xavier University.   Currently, I am pursuing another Master’s in Educational Technology. 
You are your child’s first and most important teacher.  I value your input, so please let me know if there is anything you want to share about your child or how they might be more successful.  

It is my goal to make this a fulfilling and fun year of learning. At Marcus Garvey, we will use data that is provided to us through various assessments to determine the instructional focus in the classroom.  It is my goal to ensure that each child is successful in the classroom. 

This year, I will communicate with every parent on a weekly basis.  This dialog can address questions you may have about the academic program, concerns, and behavior. You can email me at smadams@cps.edu, leave me a message at 773.535.2763, or come in to see me Monday through Friday 7:45 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Also, visit the class website at theteacherin302.weebly.com. You will also receive updates if you download the mobile app, REMIND. 
Sincerely,

S. Adams
Daily Schedule 

In 5th grade, daily, students will learn literacy, mathematics, social science, and science. Because students encounter multiple subjects daily,  it is important that students are extremely organized.  Please purchase an assignment book for your child so they may keep homework assignments inside. 
Teacher Expectations

As I stated above, it is my hope that each child will be successful in my classroom.  I have high expectations for each student.  I expect, 

· Each child to come to class prepared.  A school supply list has been provided, Please check with your child to make sure they never run out of supplies. 

· Each child must display respectful behavior.  In order to learn effectively, students must not disrupt the class.  Behavior issues will be addressed immediately.  If your child is a constant distraction, they will be written up in the Student Behavior Log.  Consequences are listed below. 

Consequences

1. First Offense ~ Verbal Warning

2. Second Offense ~ Action Written in Behavior Log, Parent Contacted

3. Third Offense ~ Action Written in Behavior Log, Parent/ Teacher Conference

4. Fourth Offense ~ Action Written in Behavior Log, Parent Contacted, Student Referred to Administration for further Consequences
· Parent Communication is necessary!  We must collaborate for the sake of our students.  I will contact you on a weekly basis to discuss any data I have received from assessments given.  Together, we will come up with ways to improve the learning of the child. 

Website and Remind.com
I have developed a class website that is available to you!  This site address is www.theteacherin302.weebly.com. Access the site for weekly updates, homework, and other important information. Remind is a texting service that I will use to communicate with parents weekly as well. 

Attendance

Daily attendance is extremely important.  If the student is not in school, they are not learning.  Please make sure your child arrives to school on time.  Breakfast is served at 8:00 a.m. in the classroom. Students may not be dropped off at school before 7:50 a.m.  Students enter the school at 8:00 a.m.  Please be sure your child is not tardy. 

In the event your child must be absent, please send a note with the student the following day.  This note must include:
· Date

· Student’s Full Name

· Reason for Absence - This must be clearly stated

· Signature

· Phone Number 

Early Dismissal

Please be aware that only the person’s listed on the students emergency form may pick up the student.  That person must also provide a picture I.D. 
Lunch / Recess
Students have 20 minutes for lunch and 25 minutes for recess.  We will start the year working on lunchroom behavior, good eating habits and nice manners.  Anything you can do to reinforce this at home would be appreciated. Students who fail to exhibit good lunchroom habits will be placed on lunch detention. 
Cursive

During most days for about ten minutes students will be working on learning how to write in cursive.   
Dismissal

Students will be dismissed at 3:00 p.m. promptly.  Please discuss with your child how they are to dismiss from school.  It is important that all students have cleared Marcus Garvey Campus by 3:05 p.m. If you need to pick up your child up early due to an appointment, please send in a note so I can have your child ready to receive an early dismissal from the main office.

Specials

The student specials class schedule is listed below.  Please ensure that your child has the necessary supplies for the classes. 

Monday – College and Career
Tuesday – Physical Education
Wednesday - Health
Thursday – All Means All
Friday – Art

A.R.

Accelerated Reader is a program we use at Marcus Garvey to enhance the individual reading performance of each child. It is expected that students in 6th Grade read one 100 pages or more novel each week.  Students ideally should begin reading a novel on Monday and test by Friday.  Students should read at least 10 novels per quarter.  Please encourage your child to read for at least 30 minutes nightly. Students are also expected to journal each night on their reading. 
Homework

The goal of homework is that it gives your child meaningful practice.  Homework assignments should take no more than 25 to 30 minutes.  If a specific piece of homework is especially challenging for your child, please write me a note explaining the issue.  

In addition to assignments students are expected to read each night and record their reading in the log.  I don’t want this to become a chore, instead I want to instill that reading is something that should be a part of each night.  However I would expect that students are reading for at least 15 minutes a night.

Students will be assigned homework Monday through Thursday.  If students complete the homework on those nights, they will have the weekend off.  

If students don’t miss any homework assignments in a given month they will receive one “Get Out Homework Free Pass”.   They will be able to use this to get out of doing homework one night of their choosing.   

If homework is repeatedly missed we will have a parent-teacher-student conference so that we can work together to resolve any issues.  
Newsletters

During the school year I try to keep families informed about updates in our classroom and opportunities for you to extend your child’s learning in school.  Please check the website for a monthly newsletter to keep you up to date and share our learning with you. 

Birthday Celebrations

Birthdays may only be celebrated at the student’s lunchtime.  Please be aware that no food made at home can be given to the students.  All food must be store bought.  If you plan to bring something during lunchtime, please notify me 2 days before. NOTE!!! All birthday snacks must be healthy snacks!!! No more cupcakes!!! Healthy snacks include apple dippers, carrots, fruit snacks, etc.  Any questions, reach out to me. 

Workbook Fees
It is important that each child pay workbook fees yearly.  This fees pays for workbooks that are ordered yearly.  Please pay 30.00 for the workbook fee (cash or money orders only) as soon as possible.  Please do not wait until the end of the year to pay this fee. 

It is my hope that this information will get us started on the right track this year!  I look forward to meeting you all!

Technology 

Cell phones must be turned off throughout the school day.  Students may not carry their cell phone during the day.  In the event that a students’ cell phone is confiscated, parents will have to retrieve the cell phone from the main office.  

Students may bring earbuds or headphones to school as we may use them during the school day.  The teacher and school are not responsible for lost items.  Students must keep up with their belongings. 
Please teach your child the importance of internet safety. Students are not permitted to use Ipads or Computers to go on inappropriate websites.  Your child will be subject to disciplinary action if they are found searching websites that are not education related.  

Uniform Policy

Please adhere to the school uniform policy.  It can be found on the school website as well as a copy of the policy will be sent home. 
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